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what right must that Dominion, in the future, be auto-
matically bound by those treaties which Britain
negotiated and signed for herself? London began by
admitting that this was no longer possible and Canada
announced that it would not now feel itself bound by
any trade treaty negotiated and signed by Great
Britain alone, unless Canada were a party to it, and
unless it were presented to the Canadian Parliament
for ratification. Thus, for example, the trade an'd
navigation treaty concluded between Britain and
Japan in 1894, was not adhered to by Canada until
1905. In the same year the imperial government con-
sented to include, in each of its trade treaties signed
after that time, a clause excluding from the terms of
the treaty those Dominions which did not expressly
subscribe to it.

Canada was now free to negotiate and sign its own
trade treaties, with the single restriction, continued
until the first Great War, that the British ambassador,
whose role thus became purely nominal, should be
present at the beginning of the conversations, and
should sign the treaty along with the Canadian com-
missioner. Having yielded the substance, London
maintained the form and the principle of British
sovereignty, of which its ambassador's signature was
the symbol. At the same time, the supremacy of the
government at Westminster, though less and less effec-
tive, safeguarded the unity of the Empire. Moreover,
the absolute dependence of the Dominions on Great
Britain was left in no doubt in such matters as political
treaties and representation abroad. Canada could
name, to London and Paris, High Commissioners who
had no diplomatic status. In the capitals of the great